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The San Diego

amino De Santiago” was
the title of the article back
- in the August, 2004, issue
of ON. Tt was about the
wonderful roads and historic spots and
friendly people San Diego BMW club
members found following the route of St.
James to Santiago de Compostella, way
out on the northwest corner of Spain.
The San Diegans vowed to return. In
May, 2005, they did, finding more great
roads, additional wonders and more
friendly people.

The goals were to make sure every
road on the Spanish side of the Pyrenees
Mountains was explored, and also the
roads of the Picos de Europe, the high
mountain range way west of France on
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the north coast of Spain. Plus, there were
a bunch of exotic paradors to visit. Para-
dors are those government sponsored
hotels in historic buildings or sites in
Spain or Latin America.

Crossing Spain through the Pyr-
enees from the Mediterranean on the
Costa Brava west to the Atlantic, there’s
an almost endless network of smooth,
secamless, winding and twisting asphalt
with few center lines and hardly any traf-
fic. In the Picos, the roads were equally
challenging, but there were more center
lines and even a few herds of horses.
The good roads are clearly marked on
Michelin regional maps.

As on previous trips to Spain, the
core group took the train from Munich
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BMW Club revisits the Pyrenees

almost to the Spanish border and the
Costa Brava. The German car train,
Deutsche Auto Zug, whisks riders and
their bikes overnight from Munich to
Narbonne, France. Some BMW friends
took an overnight ferry from England.
Some were already in Europe. Altogether,
there were 13, seldom altogether for long.
From Spain, all would ride back across
France, through the Alps.

The core group decided on times and
places and made reservations. Others
who were interested made their own res-
ervations and joined up as they pleased.

The first stop was at a parador called
Aiguablava. It's a new building, spectacu-
larly set on cliffs overlooking the Costa
Brava. On the way from the train along
























